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His great-great-great-
uncle, Otto von Bismarck, .
shaped the 19th century as
Germany’s legendary.
chancellor. Alexander von
Bismarck influences -
politics, too: He's
campaigning to stop the
global trade in illegal

“wood.

Your desk may well be
made of illegally harvested
wood. Your bed, too, But
you might never know.
“We consumers unwit-

tingly contribute to the de- .
struction of forests around -

the world,” says Alexander
von Bismarck, executive di-
rector of the Environmen-
tal Investigation Agency

(EIA). “Tllegal logging is ex-

tremely widespread. Since

-illegal wood is cheap, furni-

ture made from such wood

is everywhere.”

mates that wood worth
about $15 billion is each
year illegally harvested by

mafia-like . international.

rietworks. Usually it’s
made into furniture in Chi-

“The World Bank esti-

4 _one mveshgates
thesé crimes — except von

". Bismarck and his col-
leagues at the EIA. They go

undercover in the coun-

- tries affected and docu-

ment - suspect activities
with hidden cameras. “The
same people who smuggle
guns are involved with ille-
gal logging,” explains von
Bismarck, 37. “They’re
very violent.”

In. Indonesia,

“Tllegal logging is particu-

‘larly common in Cenfral

lowland
forests are expected to be

: _gone within 10 years, de- |
praving the orangutan of |

its habitat. ‘
- Butthe logging is not only
a threat to the environment.

“It creates conflicts with-
in’the countriés,” says von

- Bisthatck: “But local leaders
_-are  almost
. against the loggers.” So are
consumers. Even’ if they
_ find out that their furniture
. is illegally logged, there’s

powerless

nothing they can do. Trade

i illegal wood is — legal.

Until now. Last summer,
the U.S. adopted a law ban-
ning trade in illegal wood,
and von Bismarck hopes
that other countries will
follow suit: “This is'a onice-
in-alifetime opportunity

to change the global Fim- .
ber industry.” An
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